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Mr. Le Bas, as Le Bas had succeeded Batten, and
Batten Henley. But from all accounts Mr. Jeremie
would have made as weak a Principal as his friend
Le Bas, for he had neither the capacity for main-
taining discipline nor any executive ability. This
friction, which was, of course, well known to the
students and taken advantage of by them, made
Melvill's position exceedingly difficult up to 1850,
when Mr. Jeremie left Haileybury, on being ap-
pointed Regius Professor of Divinity at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge. Several of the other professors
during the first years of Melvill's principalship would
have been trials to any vigorous head of a great edu-
cational institution. The eccentricities of Professor
Richard Jones, the successor of Malthus, and of Pro-
fessor Francis Johnson, the ill-health and indistinct-
ness of speech of Professor Empson, during their
latter days, after years of faithful service, were
enough to damage that respect for authority which
alone can make such an institution as Haileybury
successful, while by his own showing Professor
Monier-Williams, among the younger men, was
unduly concerned over the cut of coat preferred by
the students in his lecture-room.1
When he had got the College well in hand, the
prospect of its abolition loomed up before its last
Principal. It was generally known that when the
Company's charter came up for revision in 1853 a
vigorous attempt would be made to destroy the patron-
1 li Memorials of Old Haileybury College," pp. 113-115.